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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Dates of received 
and coamiend ter the 


-mnamber of 
Names of Newspapers. , becril week. 


Benaati. 
Tri-monthly. 
 Abodh Bodhini” Calcutta About 677 
Weekly. 


1 ¢ Banganivasi’’ ... 6,000 | 1st March 1896. 
6s Sc anadd <p 20,000 | 29th February 1896. 


“B 178. j Tit 
“Hiteshi” g00 | 8rd March 1896. 


“Hitavadi”? ... oe About 4,000 | 28th February 1896. 
‘Kumari Patrika” ae : , soe eee 


¢ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ” a i 2,500 | 29th _— ditto. 
‘‘Sahachar” _... , jAbout 600/26th — ditto. 

“ ee i 8,000 28th ditto. 
ivani’ $,000 | 29th _ ditto. 
800 | 2nd March 1896. 


fas tend ; 
~OowD TT ANH doo wv 


‘Banga Vidya Prakashika” 
‘¢ Dainik-o-Samachar Chan- 27th February and Ist 


drika.” | to 4th March 1896, 
“Samvad Prabhakar” i | 28th February and 2nd 


and 3rd March 1896. 
“Samvad Purnachandrodaya’’ 


‘“Sulabh Dainik”’ ane : 
2nd to 4th March 1896. 
Hinpt. . 


Weekly. 


‘¢ Bharat Mitra” ins 27th February 1896. 
“ Hindi Bangavasi” 2nd March 1896. 


“ Uchit Vakta ” 


Daity. 
‘‘Dainik Bharat Mitra ” | | 28th and ‘8rd March 1896. 


___ Prssran. 
Weekly. 


‘¢ Hublul Mateen ” peta 26th February 1896. 


Unnv. 


Weekly. 


“Darussaltanat and Urdu| ‘Ditto 27th February 1896. 
Guide.” 


23rd itto. 
“General and Gauhariasfi’ | Ditto ‘ _ 


BarGati. 


BurpwaN Qruisiox. 
Fortnightly. 


‘Bankura Darpan” ‘Bankura | ) 
“ Ulubaria Darpan YT) Tiabaria se let March 1896. 


26th’ February J 896. 
Weekly. 


“ Burdwan Sanjivani ” .| Burdwan 26th ditto. 


“Chinsura Vartavaha” __... | Chinsura Ist March 1896. 

“ Darsak’’ en ee 
“6 Kd tj ”» : : | 3 : 

ucation Gazette - Hooghly 1,146 | 28th February 1896. 


Names of Newspapers. 
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BEencGalt. 
Monthly. 


‘¢Ghosaxs ” 


Weekly. 


‘¢ Pratikar”’ 


Untya. 
Monthly. 
“ Brahma ” 
‘¢Tndradhanu ”’ 


‘¢ Shikshabandhu ” 
‘‘Utkalprabha” 


Weekly. 


‘¢Samvad Vahika ” 


lie 


“Utkal Dipika” 


Hinvt. 
Monthly. 
“ Bihar Bandhu” 
Weekly. 
‘“Aryavarta”’ ... 


Urpv. — 
Weekly. 
* Akhbar-i-Al Punch ”’ 


‘Gaya Punch” ... 


BEenGatt. 
Weekly. 


‘* Bagura Darpan”’ 
** Hindu Ranjika 


HInpr. 
Monthly. 


BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. 
“ Kasipur Nivasi”’ 


Weekly. 


* Charn Mihir” 

** Dacca Prakash ” 
‘‘ Saraswat Patra”’ 
“Vikrampur” .,., 


‘¢Sambalpur Hitaishini ” 


“* Rangpur Dikprakash” 


pee 


‘¢ Murshidabad Hitaishi a ae 
$6 arerahidabad Pratinidhi 


“Unya and Navasamvad ” ... 


‘‘ Darjeeling Mission ke Masik 
Samachar Patrika.”’ 


eee 


Prssipency Drvisron. 


Khuine 


Murshidabad 
Berhampore 
Ditto 


Orissa Division. 


Cuttack 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Mayurbhunj 


Bamra in the Central 
Provinces. 


Balasore 


Ditto 


Cuttack 


Patna Division. 


Bankipur 


Dinapur 


Gaya 


RajsHaw! Division. 


Bogra 
Boalia, Rajshahi 
Kakina, Rangpur 


Darjeeling 


Dacca Division. 


Kasipur, Barisal 


Mymensingh 
Dacca 


Do. 


Lauhajangha, Dacca am 


+ 


Bankipur a 


826 
603 


160 


190 


809 


500 


1,000 


26th Febrnary 1896. 
28th ditto. 


16th January 1896 
30th ditto. 


29th + _—_ ditto. 


Ist February 1896. 


20th February 1896. 


26th Feburary 1896. 


lith and 26th Feb 
1896. ed 


26th February 1896. 

oth Febrs ng 96 
896. 

a 


| Only six copies have 


been issued since 
the paper was re- 
vived in January 
1894. Some 200 


copies of each issue 
are said to have 
been circulated, but 
no subscribers have 
been registered. 

his paperis said to 
have some circula- 
tion in the Division, 
but the number of 
subscribers could 
not be ascertained. 


It is said that 650 
copies of the paper 
are printed each 


-month. Out of this 


number 150 copies 
are distributed 
among the subscri- 
bers, and the rest 
sold to the public at 


three pies per copy. 


| _ Dates of papers received 
Names of Newspapers. and ee og for the 


EnGLisH and BenGAtt. 
Weekly. 


“ Dacca Gazette” Dacca sve 24th February and 2nd 
March 1896. 


BENGALI. Cuaittracone Division. 
Fortnightly. 
“ Tripura Prakash Comilla 2nd _ fortnight, Magh, 
1302B. 8. 

Weekly. 
“‘Sansodbini” ... Chittagong 
BENGALI. 
Fortnightly. AssaM. | 


‘* Paridarsbak-o-Srihattavasi” | Sylhet | iiaévs Ist fortnight, ‘Falgun, | 
13028B.B. 
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atk Bharat Mitra ot the 28th February says that the offensive and ‘Daum Buanar Le 
i= i . ited to have been — Gee. 


defensive alliance, which is report 
The reported Russo-Turkish formed between Turkey and Russia, must have been er og 
— ) hastened by a revival of the Egyptian evacuation - ah 
question. This time —_ ents any? F — will back the Sultan in his 2 
4 gal ritish occupation 0 : : | oe 
a ed = the Aaah of a Teaimoent of native Indian soldiers to $saxnvam, 
: ae East Africa to put down a disturbance there, the Feb. 20th, 1896. 
Indian soldiers in East Africa. § = Can sivant of the 29th February wants to know who ae 


will have to bear the expense of this expedition—the Indian people, the 
English colonies in East Africa, or the people of En land? India I has more 
than once been compelled to pay the cost of expeditions sent to forei 
countries. But why this injustice? What interest has India in the estab] sh- 
ment of a British Empire in Bast Africa? Moreover, why should native Indian 
soldiers be sent to Africa while there are British soldiers, enough and to spare, 
both in India and in England? Jf you say that Indian soldiers are more 
warlike, brave and hardy, why not place them on an equal 


British soldiers in respect of pay and promotion? 


I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Poltce. 


8. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivanit of the 25th February says 
that a large herd of wild boars are doing great 
injury to crops in Hijalna and the adjoining villages 
in the Jahanabad subdivision of the Hooghly 
district. They have also killed one man and injured many. The authorities 
should take immediate steps to rid the villages of these pests. 

4, The Ulubaria Darpan of the 26th February complains that the last 
artillery penne in Falta, on the 1st psig last, 
caused the death of a man and a cow. It has 
hitherto been the practice with the police to warn people living within the 
artillery range, and prevent them from coming within it. But this year the - 
police failed to do so, and they say in explanation that they had warned the ~ 
people, but their warning was not heeded, and that they did not use force 
simply because that might have led to a breach of the public peace. Such 
excuses were not, however, heard in other years. It is to be expected that 
the police will act better in future. | | 

5. The Hitavadi of the 28th February says that theft and dacoity have 
site saccade become very prevalent in Calcutta. For a long 

ee ae eee time a panic like that which now exists in Calcutta 
has not been known. It arose from a gang or two of Peshwari badmashes 
entering intosome houses in Colootolla and Bowbazar, armed for the p of 
theft. The inability of the pe to detect them increased the alarm. Taking 
advan of this panic, the badmashes of Calcutta began to send letters 
thrextening the residents with visits to their houses, and when, in consequence 
of these threats, the police began to muster strong in the localities so threatened, 
they began to commit petty thefts in other quarters. To add to the panic, 
naughty school-boys began to send threatening letters. It is hard to believe 
that the police is only indifferent to badmashi-m and in not also aiding it. If 


. 


Borpwaw Sawvsrvant, 
Feb. 25th, 1896, 


ULoparis DarpPaw, 


| Feb. 26th, 1896. 
Artillery practice in Falta. c 


HIraVaDr, 
Feb. 28th, 1896, 


footing with ; 


the police had been sufficiently watchful, gundas could not have become so | ) | | 


rampant in Barabazar, Mechuabazar, and Ganratolla. In Calcutta respectable 
people are often robbed and insulted by badmashes. It is not safe to walk along 
the Harsiea m Road at night. People obtain no redress by complaining to the 
lice. The following case will show how bold badmashes have become. When 
abu Harish Chandra Chauduri, a Deputy Magistrate on leave, was going the 


other day along Amherst Street, a boy caught hold of him by his cloth and 
ered out “‘paharawala, puharawala, urrest this man: he is running away with 


my ring.” A paharawala presently came on the spot, and wanted to take the 
Babu to the thana. _ A mediator now came up and advised the Babu to settle 
the matter by making a payment of Rs. 20. . After much entreaty, the Babu 
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settled the matter at Rs. 15, of;which Rs. 5 were pocketed by the paharawal, 
and 10 by the. mediator. The. Babu at once laid an information in the 


’ £ 


Muchipara thana. The police people did not at first attend to him, but when 
they héard’ that he. was a° Deputy rate and that he would not easily 


‘drop’ the matter, they arrested ‘the offenders. Things like these are being 


done in the public streets. And this is the way the police is preserving th 
igrseeeapecsiaie _ “(b}Working of the Courts, aie 

-'6, The Tripura Prakash, for the:second fortnight of Magh, says, that in 
ol rs the: Tippera district every Subordinate Judge has, 

1 ats justice at the end-of a week, to render to the Judge a 

i he Shppets Cease account of the work he has performed in the course 


of the week, andthe most noticeable thing about this statement is that it includes 
only the appeals which have been heard by the Subordinate Judge. In record- 


Mr. Carlyle, _ Magistrate of im li 
a. aw courteous behaviour made him liked by a ae 


Cuanv Minin, 


Feb. 25th, 1302B,8, 


-ganj inthe Mymensingh district, -Dewanganj, 


ing his approbation, or censure on this statement, the J ty does not take into 


consideration the nature and, intricacy of the appeals heard, but only their 
number. This pernicious rule is seriously interfering with a proper adminis 
tration of justice in this district, because, for fear of incurring the displeasure 
of their superior officer, the Subordinate Judges make too much hurry to get 

through their file, without caring to do — to the parties. 
7. The same paper is sorry to learn that Mr. Carlyle is going to be 
transferred from Tippera. Mr. Carlyle’s frank and 


asd There is not a man who can say that Mr. = 
ever committed unjust zu/m upon any one. During the last famine he laboured 
incessantly to relieve the distresses of the poor, and brought down the Divi- 
sional ‘Commissioner’s displeasure upon himself by asking for a relief grant. 
His services in the cause of Local Self-Government were equally praiseworthy. 
But for him the late quarrel in the Local Municipality would have developed 
into a scandal. He often took counsel of native gentlemen. There was no 


friction in the District Board in his time. The transfer of such a Magistrate 


will be a loss to Tippera. 


8. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 25th February objects to the 
creation of the proposed Honorary Bench at. 
An Honorary Bench st Dewan- j, in the Mymensingh district, on the 
following grounds:— — | ee 
(1) the establishment of a criminal court in the village will stimulate 
the people’s propensity for litigation ; | 
(2) —" is a total want of men in the village who can serve as Magis 
ates ; eee 
x a bench is not wanted by the bulk of the village population ; . 
4) the creation of a bench is the idea of only a few designing people, 
who are often involved in criminal cases and who do not com- 
mand the confidence of the village. They want to become 
Magistrates themselves in order to secure power in their bands 
for their own private ends, The intrigues which are. already 
being carried on in the village for the purpose. of securing 
Magistrateships ought to be a sufficient proof of this, 


Three successive Subdivisional Officers of Jamalpur discouraged the idea 
of a bench. It is only the Divisional Commissioner who, on, the occasion of 
his recent visit to Dewanganj, acceded to the prayer of the leaders of the 
movement, — The Commissioner cannot, however, be said to have been. able to 
acquire in the course of a casual visit, greater experience of the place than was 
wate by three successive Subdivisicnal Officers. N ow-a-days Honorary 

gistrates have to dispose of nezurly the whole of the criminal work witnia 
their jurisdictions, Under these circumstances, too great care cannot be 
exercised in the selection of incumbents for the office: When the paid Deputy 
Magistrates, who are generally men of education, frequently commit errors 10 


the discharge of their duties, it would be foolish to expect uneducated or ill- 
educated py people to give satisfaction in the Pin seas of the duties of 
the office of Honorary Magistrate. The creation of a bench at Dewanganj 


( 220 ) 


o 


will lead to frequent miscarriages of justice, because there is nob one man in 


ud ‘ 


‘e villace who is at all competent to serve as a Magistrate, everyone of those 
ieakio As Hondeary Mavistrateships being anxious to secure the office merely 
from by desire to be vested with power, which would enable him to oppress his 
fellow-villagers. | bile “sis : PRPC GB ES 

| hachar of the 26th February is glad to hear that, Government. 
oS is about to create a few posts of Assistant Sessions: 


. Assistant Sessions Judgeshipe- § Judoe, and for the present fo fill them from among 


¢ tanks of Subordinate Judges. ‘Ihe High Court has recommended Babus 
D watkanath Mitter, Syam Chand Dhar and Jogesh Chandra Mitter for the new 
posts, But the claims of competent and deserving pleaders and Deputy Magis- 
trates should not also be overlooked in filling these posts. 


- 10. The farewell honour, observes the Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 26th. 


February, done ‘to Mr Kennedy by the Murshida- 


Mr. Kennedy, District Magis- aq people on the occasion of his departure from . 


ee es the district is sufficient proof of the kindness, 
yenerosity and amiability with which he administered the district, There are 
‘ew Civilians who treat natives ‘so well and show so much kindness to their 
subordinates as Mr. Kennedy used to do. It is no exaggeration to say that 
Mr. Kennedy’s kindness and geostoaty knew no bounds. How many Magis- 
trates are there who, like Mr. Kennedy, send native subordinates to Darjeeling 
for a change at their own cost? The Berhampore people will never forget the 
kindness and generosity which their Magistrate showed on the occasion of the 
funeral ceremony of Hari Krishna Babu. Mr. Kennedy. was so courteous that 
he never failed to return the visits even of native gentlemen. The Murshidabad 
be ple are sincerely sorry to bid farewell to such a good and kind-hearted 
velenang ly of the town, and his name will ever remain associated with the 
Mutshidabad water-works when they are completed. : peo és 


’ But if Mr. Kennedy had his virtues as a private individual, he had his 
faults as a public officer. With the exception of the digging of a few wella, 
there was no work of public utility undertaken’ by him during his tenure of 
office in Murshidabad, He did great harm to the cause of education by va 43 

egard- 


ping the Government aid to the middle schools in his district. His rules r 


ing the commutation of names in the Collector’s office occasioned great. public 


inconvenience, while he caused litigants great hardship and inconvenience 
by ordering that no copy of a judgment or decree should be ‘given to any but 
a mukhtar, He did not place the management of the Road Cess Department 


on & sounder basis, and his kindness and generosity were taken advantage of by 


designing persons as well as by his unprincipled subordinates. But 
Mr. Kenne oye private virtues extenuate his fuults as a public officer, and the 
Murshidabad people will ever remember him with grateful feelings. _ 
_ Mr. Levinge, the new District Magistrate of Murshidabad, should follow 
in the footsteps of his predecessor. Nothing is known about him, and no 
Opinion can be therefore pronounced abouthim. Itisto be hoped, however, that 


he will try his best to do good to the people and entitle himself to their gratitude. 


11, The Hitavads of the 28th February finds fault with the High Court’s 
‘The High Court’s nominations UOminations for the proposed Assistant District and 


for the Assistant District and Sessions Judgeships, on the following grounds:— 
Sessions Judgeships. Almost all the Subordinate J udges are equally’ 


able men, and it is very hard to decide to which of them the ‘palm should be 
awarded in this respect. ‘Ihe only safe principle, therefore, on which nomina- 
tions can be made from among them is clearly that of seniority. The High 
Court has, however, disregarded this principle in making its nominations fot 
the new class of Judgeships. _ Rage : anne, 
The reason which, we hear, has influenced the High Court in. nominating 
comparatively junior men in preference to officers of longer standing, is that 
Government will have soon to appoint District and Sessions J udges from amo 

the Subordinate Judges; that it is right that those who will be now appointe 

as Assistant District and Sessions Judges should be made District and Sessions 
Judges, and that it is therefore necessary to nominate chmparatively junior 
maa Rag than those at the top of the service, who are all old and will 


trate. Mr. Kennedy also interested himself in the improvement of the. 


McrsHIDaBaD 
HiTalsHl, 
Feb. 26th, 1896, 


HITAVAD!. 
Feb. 28th, 184. 


( 280 ) 


But there is little force in this argument. - In the first place, the High 
Court had no right to presuppose any intention on the part of Government, 
unless the latter instructed it.to have such intention in view in ing its 
nominations. In the second place, to assume that an officer cannot be fit to 
discharge the duties of a District and Sessions Judge, without previous training 
in that work, is simply to beg the question. Government itself attaches little 
importance to this consideration; for it appoints raw, young and inexperienced 
Joint-Magistrates and even Civilians with little experience of any but clerical 
work as District and Sessions Judges. What experience, again, had Baby 
Brajendra Nath Seal of the work, of a District or Sessions Judge when he was first 
appointed as such? And is he not, nevertheless, doing his work satisfactorily? 
lf this argument is good for anything, it is equally fatal to the ®ppointment 
of Subordinate Judges as Assistant District and Sessions Judges; for will not. 
those Assistant District and Sessions Judges have to perform all the duties of 
full-fledged District and Sessions Judges? To say that these Assistant Judges 
will perform only a part of the duties of District and Sessions Judges, is to 
weaken considerabiy the force of the argument about previous training. For 
how should Assistant District and Sessions Judges perform that part of a 
District and Sessions Judge’s duties in which they have had no previous training? 
The fact is, the Subordinate Judgesare able and experienced officers, accustomed 
to judicial work, and the argument about want of previous training has no foree 
in regard to them. It is the most experienced Subordinate Judges who will 

. work most satisfactorily. It is, therefore, fitting that in the interests of justice 
as well as of the public service the Subordinate Judges at the top of the 
service should be nominated as Assistant District and Sessions Judges. === 

But even on its own principle, the High Court’s nominations are not free 
from objection. Babu Girish Chandra Chaudhuri, Babu Kedarnath Majumdar, 
Babu Nafarchandra Bhattacharyya, and Babu Kaliprasanna Mukharji, in the 
first grade of Subordinate Judges, have still some bg of service before them, 
and no one can urge anything ainst them. Why have their claims been 
overlooked? Babus Balaram Mallik and Radhakrishna Sen, in the second 
grade, are younger than the High Court’s nominee, Jogesh Babu, and their 
reputation in the service also is not perhaps -less than that of the latter. .Babu 
Amirtalal Pal, too, has still two years of service to complete. Babus Rajendra 
Kumar Basu and Girish Chandra Chatterji are younger than the High Court's 
nominee, Shamchand Babu, and both of them have greater reputation in the 
service. Babus Abinash Chandra Mitra, Jagatdurlabh Majumdar, Sarodaprasad 
Chatterji, and Ramgopal Chaki will also serve for some years to come. Why 
have the claims of all these officers been overlooked? It is hoped that Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie will not blindly accept the High Court’s nominations, 
There is yet time to remedy the injustice. | 
Hrravapy 12. The same paper replies as follows to a defence of Babu Dwarakanath 
Fob. 28tb, 1860. 4 defence of Babu Dwaraka. itra against the charges published against- him 
nath Mitra, Subordinate Judge, in this paper (see R. N. P. of 15th February 1896, 
Alipore. paragraph 11), which has been written by a8 
pleader of the Alipore Court :— — ere a 
_ Qur correspondent need not have been so anxious to assure us that: he was 
not writing in defence of Babu Dwarakanath for any favour that officer may 
have shown him, for we made no such insinuation. Our correspondent says 
that such is Dwaraka Babu’s sense of justice that when four pleaders, including 
his own brother, were recommended to him for a valuable commission to Bijni, 
he ‘gave the commission to our correspondent instead of giving it to his brother. 
_ This was very proper. But we said nothing about this. Nor did we enquire 
whether it was a fear of the black fever that deterred him from sending his 
brother to Bijni. But may we ask how it was that among three pleaders. 
reference was given to our correspondent? Is it not a fact that a relative of 
waraka Babu, Babu Kalinath Mitra, was also appointed a Commissioner in the. 
Bijni case? Should not Babu Dwarakanath have excluded this relative too from 
the Commission out of a feeling of delicacy? If Dwaraka Babu keeps no 
connection with his relatives, how does he countenance the fact that since his 
posting to Alipore, his brother, a junior pleader, is being engaged on one side 
or the other in almost every case in his court? Asa junior pleader the Babu’s 
brother has generally nothing to do for his clients but note down depositions, 
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&c. How is it that oon am are sO anxious to get this writing work doné by 
_ ia ge gett 18 at a loss to understand how a raw officer like 
| Mr. Fisher, of Alipore notoriety, has been 
Appointment of Mr. Fisher 8 appointed District Magistrate of Burdwan’ under 
a District Magistrate. Sir Alexander sear ven It is hoped that Sir 
‘ll give the matter his careful consideration. — gs 

Alerte dated paper hed hoped that Mr. P. L. Roy would be: ed 


: 


in his officiating appointment as Legal Remem- 
Mr, P. L. Roy and the Legal brancer, and is > Si to hear that Mr. Pratt will be 


Remembrancership. made permanent Legal Remembrancer. ‘There is 


othing to urge against Mr. Roy except his skin. GG 

y 16. The sanie paper says that Mr. George Young, who was charged 
i : few dt the Joint-Muagistrate of Alipore with 

ae eee having caused the death of Lakshan Uriya by 

a kick, has been released. ‘The medical opinion was that Lakshan met his 
death from suffocation while eating. The writer will not presume to 
question or criticise the medical verdict. But when a coolie in the Matiaburuj 
Jute Mill said before the police that Mr. Young had administered to Lakhsan 
slaps and kicks, and that Lakshan died on the following day in his lodgings, 
we had our suspicions about the cause of the man’s death, and those suspicions 
increased when we learnt, by sending a man to the above witness, that other 
coolies besides him had seen the Sahib beat Lakshan. But there is that medical 
Opinion in Mr. Young’s favour, and lie can therefore reckon himself perfectly 
safe. The only thing that is wanting to make this case a typical example of 
justice, is that Mr. Young should now prosecute the police and the witnesses 

who gave evidence against him for perjury. 

16. The Ducca Prakash of the 1st Merch approves of Mr. Faulder’s action 

: S _. . in dismissing Babu Dinabandhu Basak, the clerk in 
erie clerks in the Dacca Magis- the Dacca Magistrate’s office, who used to grant 
licenses for fire-arms. Complaints were long heard 

— the clerk, hut they were not noticed’'éo long as they vame only from 
indus and Musalmans, ‘The occasion for his dismissal was a complaint by 
some Christians. There are two or three more clerks in the Magistrate’s office 
and in the Collectorate, whose punishment has become necessary, because still 
more serious charges are heard against them than were brought against Babu 
Dinabandhu. Proof of tieir guilt can be easily obtained. 


17. The same paper complains that though ravages by wild beasts are 
: : a8 rife as ever, only 11,290 passes for keeping fire- 
patcenses for firearms in the arms were issued in 1894 in the Dacca district, 
ae _ which contains a population of 9,841,127 men, thus 
giving an average of one pass to every 871 heaus. Of these passes, aguin, the 
dargest number—nearly 5,000—were obtained by Christians, numbering 400 
Europeans, 289 Eurasians, and 18,196 native Christians. The number of passes 
issued in 1895 was still smaller. Though passes are granted more freely to 
Christians than to heathens, more wild beasts are killed by the latter with clubs 
than by the former with fire-arms. 7 


18. The 
ihe prego sed removal of a mun. come paper does not approve of the 
eifi in e 


renderer’ preposal to remove the Kaliganj Munsifi in the 


Dacca district to the Sadar. 
19. The same paper mare. Set a aw ter do injustice by not ap- 
% aS ointing Babu Ram Gopal Chaki, Subordinate 
ane om Sessions Judge- 5 ee of Dacca, to one of the Assistant Sessions 
| nee _Judgeships. Ram Gopal Babu is one of the most 
comp¢tcnt and deserving officers in the Subordinate Judicial Seivice, and is far 
superior in point of merit to Babu Jogesh Chandra Mitra, who has been recom- 
mended for one of these posts. When Jogesh Babu was in Dacea, many pzople 
used to get their suits transferred from his file to that of Ram Gopal Babu. ° - 


(d)—Educatuon. poh eee 
20. The Sahachur of the 26th February: writes as follows on the Griffiths 


The Griffiths affair. _— affear ae a , ae wer s 
| It is difficult to arrive ata fright ¢onclusion in 


the matter without se.ing all the papers connected with it. But: the fact of a 
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a 5 aga gentleman’s son being ill-treated by durwans ‘is one that cannot ba 
lightly passed over. The boy is a pupil of Mr. Griffithe’, and why did not 
Mr. Grifiths take it u himself, like a father, to punish the boy, instead of 
allowing him to be violently handled by his durwans? ‘The writer remembers 


that once during the incumbency of the late Mr. Atkinson, ‘as Director of Public 


. Instruction, the police wanted to arrest a certain school-boy in Calcutta for some 


SaHacCHAR, 
Feb. 26th, 1896, 


DAINIK-0O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIK 4, 


Feb. 27th, 1896. 


offence, but Mr. Atkinson wrote to the Commissioner of Police saying that the 
police had no jurisdiction within his department, and that if the boy was 
actually guilty he would punish him himself. . 

It is a matter of t that such bold but affectionate words did not issne 
from Sir Alfred Croft’s mouth in connection with the present case. Mr. 
Griffiths’ decision in regard to the boy is to be regretted: it is clear that he 
did not make a proper enquiry into the complaint. But what has been done 
is done; and it 1s to be hoped that the clever Vice-Chancellor will devise some 


means of conciliating both parties, and thereby preventing further fuss about 
the matter, 


21. The same paper requests Sir Alfred Croft to appoint an additional 


ia Deputy Inspector of Schools for the Dacca district, 
— a, as in the Burdwan district, there are too 


many middle schools to be properly inspected by 
one officer. , 

22. The Duinik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th February has the 
following :— J 


The 7th of March is an auspicious day accord- 
ing to the Hindu almanac. Sir Alfred Croft has 
resolved to demolish the Syndicate, specially its Bengali members on that day. 
Sir Alfred is a hero. In fact, the name Alfred has always been associated | 
with courage and heroism. Everybody knows how King Alfred ot England 
vanquished the Danes and saved his kingdom from their predatory incursions. 
Sir Alfred, the ruler of the Calcutta University, has made up his mind to save 


his dominion by defeating and driving out the Bengali members of the Syndi- 
cate, and, if necessary, of the Senate also. The day chosen by him is auspi- 
cious, and Sir Alfred’s effurts are sure tu be crowned with success. ae 
Meanwhile, in Ranimudi Gully victory has been proclaimed before the 
war. It has been preposed to drive the Bengalis out of the University and 
make Englishmen and Scotchmen its absolute and undisputed masters. The 
Indian Daily News evidently means to place Lord Elgin on the seat of King 
John, extort from him a second Magnu Charta, and thereby make the European 
members of the Senate—the Barons of the University, let us say — undisputed 
masters of the situation. There is great resemblance between Runnymede and 
Ranimudi. The little difference in the spelling is due toa defect in pro- 
nunciation. ) : : 
Mr. Griffiths, Principal of the Presidency College and Registrar of the 


Calcutta University, is the favourite minister of its ruler, Sir Alfred Croft. 


The peons are the Registrar’s followers. Why should they at all care for 8 


Bengali? lf Ananda Mohun had been an Alfred or an Ashton, his son could 
have expectcd an honourable treatment, and would have certainly received 1t. 


But he is a Bengali, and though a Bengali, he had the audacity to draw the 
Registrar’s attention to the conduct of the peons Could insolence go further? 
But Bengali insolence did not end there. The Syndicate, consisting mostl of 
Bengali members, had the hardihood to censure the Registrar's conduct. if & 
solitary Kuropean joined the Bengalis, he is to be pitied, he is to be cursed. 
He is unworthy of the race to which he belongs. But the 7th of March # 
drawing near. The month of March is ominous. It was on the Ides of M 
that Julius Ceesar ‘was assassinated by Brutus. The Sepoy Mutiny assum 
serious proportions in March. The great Russo-Turkish war was at its height 
in that month, and it was in that month also that the J apano-Chinese war Tose 
nar ap ax. ype is — the season of cholera and small-pox. The 7th = 
arch 1s coming, and who can say tha i i 6 
ets ere ln y that there is not danger in store for 


This thought — this anxious though —is tormentin Bengali senators 
many Bengali Ceesars of the University, that is to ar “They think that it will 
be a great calamity if the Bengalis are driven out of the Senate, Heaven’s gate 


The 7th of March. 
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7 gainet the Hindus, and their forefathers will get no pindas. Life 
er paetapeg tn type educated Babus.if they lose their seats in the 


Senate. Without » gowm and without a seat in. the senate, life cannot be .. 


ivi alamity indeed! But take heart, and fearnot. It isimpossible 
pig costes = og of the Senate. The principle of representation once 
ecognised cannot be ignored. It is now the policy of the Government to give 
pe ‘nstitution a varnish, a thin coating of representation. There is election 
in J unioipalities and District Boards, there 1s election in the University, there 
-, election in the Legislative Councils, This system of. election is not soon 
going to be abandoned. | : 
he Registrar’s victory, however, is certain. ; All the European members 
will take his side, and some of the Bengali members, too, have made up their 
minds to take up arms in his defence. It makes one shudder to think of the 
scenes which will be enacted on the 7th of March in the Senate Hall. 
Sir Alfred Croft will spare none, no Bengali members except those who will 
desert to his side. And who is there that can expect to remain unharmed by 
the shafts of Sir Alfred’s redicule and by his cutting sarcasm ? 


23. ‘The Sanjivani of the 29th February has the ew ge is sila 
The Griffiths affair. Has Sir Alfred Croft lost his head over the " 


fiths affair? In the statement of the case he has 
submitted to the members of the Senate for consideration, he observes that as the 


boy did not leave the hall even when ordered by Mr. Griffiths to do so, the latter 
had no alternative but to forcibly expel him, and that Mr. Griffiths is not there- 
fore to blame in the matter. Witneaes on the side of Mr. Griffiths, however, 
say that the boy was leaving the hall of his own accord when he was roughly 
handled by Mr. Griffiths and the peons and forcibly turned out of it. ‘This 
being the case, Mr. Griffiths is clearly to blame, and it is a pity that Sir Alfred 
Croft does not understand this simple fact. | 

Sir Alfred Croft further states that the majority of the members of the 


Syndicate having refused to accept the resignation of the Registrar, and the 
latter being still unwilling to work so long as the vote of censure passed on him 


is not withdrawn, the business of the Vann ata standstill and the Senate | 


should find a way out of this difficulty. The fact, however, is that the busi- 


_ ness of the University has been brought to a stand-still simply owing to the 


conduct of Sir Alfred Croft. At the meeting of the Syndicate at which the 
Vice-Chancellor submitted the Registrar’s letter of resignation, four members 
were for accepting the resignation, while four others, including Sir Alfred Croft, 
who, as the Vice-Chancellor, occupied the chair, were against accepting it. The 
members being equally divided, the President gave his casting vote on the side 
of those who refused to accept the Registrar’s resignation. If, therefore, there 
has been a dead lock in the University business, it is simply the work of Sir 
Alfred Croft himself. Mr. Griffiths might again submit his fetter of resignation 
to the Syndicate, in which case it would be sure to be accepted. Bvt the fact 
is that this so-called dead lock is a hollow excuse put forth by Sir Alfred Croft 
with a view to humiliate the Syndicate at a meeting of the Senate, and heseems 
to be quite confident that his subordinates in the Education Department, who 
have seats in the Senate, will cast their conscience overboard and take his side. 
Mr. Griffiths has told ‘the Vice-Chancellor ‘that at the meeting of the 
Syndicate at which a vote of censure was passed on him, Mr Ananda Mohun 
Bose got very: much excited and left the meeting after characterising the 


Registrar’s conduct as ‘“‘abominable.” Three members of the Syndicate, who 
were present at the meet, contradict Mr. Griffiths’ statement. No one can 
be blamed if after this he is led 


made by Mr. Griffiths. to question the veracity of the other statements 


The Registrar further states that he had to forcibly expel the boy with 
the help of :the peons. ‘T'wo witnesses on his side, one of whom is a European, 
give a lie direct to this statement, and say that they had seen the boy going 
* poder hall of his own accord. Will you believe Mr. Griffiths or his 

3 7 


The committee appointed by the Syndicate to inquire into the action of 
the peons bas begun its work. We, however, are sorry to hear that the 
Assistant Regi strar has held out threats to the witnesses against the peons. 
The Assistant Registrar should take care. He ought to know that even the 
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thréats which he may have held out in joke will be sure to étand in the y 


of a= jag cay fae in the case, oP Gay 
24. Sir d Croft's support, observes the Datnik-o- Samachir Chandrika 


of the ist March, has increased Mr. Grifithy 
obsti and insolence. Unbounded sympathy ‘4g 


4 
, 
4 


at the root of all this.. But Sir Alfred Croft’s sympathy with Mr, Griffiths i, 


natural, Sir Alfred is the head of the Education 


epartment, Mr. Griffiths is 


a high educational officer. Sir Alfred is the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 


University, Mr, Griffiths is its Registrar. 
are Englishmen. There is thus 


Mr. Griffiths. 


As for Sir Alfred himself, 


Both Sir Alfred and Mr. Griffiths 
a thiee-sided sympathy felt by Sir Alfred for 


he serves in a double capacity, he fulfils a double 


function. . Just as the Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces. is 


also the Chief Commissioner of Oudh, just as the Prime Minister, ury, 
is also the Minister for Foreign Affairs, just as the Governor-General of India 
is also the Foreign Member in the Viceregal Council, just as the Commissioner 


Lord Salish 


of the Orissa Division is also the Superintendent of the Feudatory States of 
Orissa, or just as the Emperor of Germany is also the King of Prussia, so is 
Sir Alfred Croft, the Director of Public Instruction, also the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Calcutta University. Sir Alfred’s power, therefore, is unbounded. He has 
a large number of followers. Al! the subordinate educational officers, who are 
also Fellows of the Calcutta University, are on his side. They are ready. to 

out his behests. They have always taken the side of the Director of 


Public Instruction on similar occasions, and the 


his side on this occasion too. 


This is the reason why the writer objected to the Director of Public 
Instruction being appointed to the Vice-Chancellorship of the Calcutta University. 


Those who could not then un 


able to understand it. 


* Ro. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of th 


The Griffiths affair. 


the Senate should have done in the matter was to consider whether Mr, Griffiths’ 


ing :— 


y are naturally expected to take 


derstand why the objcction was made will now be 


6 2nd March has the follow- 


* We have said over and over again that what 


conduct was such as one should expect from a man of his position. The 
Regictrar of the Calcutta University is, as a matter of fact, a patron of the 
students. In his official capacity he every year comes into contact with some 
ten or twelve thousand boys and young men, everyone of whom he ought to 
look upon as his own son. The Calcutta University is not a police station, the 
—Registrar is not a Police Inspector, his clerks are not yamadars, and his peons are 

not constables. To use a homely simile, the Registrar is the carta of the 
University. He occupies the same position as pater familiue does in a Hindu 
family. ‘The alumni of the University expect from him kind and affectionate 
treatment. It is the Registrar’s duty to treat the students, one and all, with 
kindness and affection. He is paid for doing this duty. And if he cannot or 
does not like to do it, he only proves his incapacity. Mr. Sutcliffe used to treat 


example. 


students with great kindness. Itisa pity that Mr. Griffiths cannot follow his 


eing insulted and ill-treated 
Bose’s son naturally enough went t 
them. But so little sympathy has Mr. 


0 the Re 


by the University peons, Mr. Ananda Mohun 
istrar to lodge a complaint against 
rifiths with native ‘boys and young 


men, that he did not even think it worth his while to listen to him. And far 
from comforting him, he rebuked and chastised him. He had not a kind word 


tosay. He did not even feel disposed to utter a cheerin 
injured boy the assurance that his 
added insuit to injury 
servant. The University peons, emboldene by their master’s behaviour toward 
the injured boy, belaboured him outside the hall. 


and treated the 


to the Registrar a letter, complaining of 


he had heard of the Registrar's behaviour towards his son, he had not the heart 


mpartial treatment from him This is the reason Why; 


to expect just and i 
when asking the Kegis 


; g word, or give ¢ 
grievances would be redressed. . 


BV, 


he 
be 


boy with harshness. Like master like 


3 


Mr. Bose then himself wrote 


the conduct of the peons. From what 


g trar to make an inquiry intu the conduct of the 
he felt obliged to add that other sation wild be taken if Mr. Guiiths failed 


to take any action 


himself. This somewhat severe tone of the letter was due to 
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erous heart, he 
ve punished the 


-strar’s conduct. He richly deserved it. If ho had a, 
Oe Oe eed his error and rectified it. He would. 
offending peons and consoled Mr. Bose and his insulted son. 


_ Griffiths grew enraged. To use a Bengali phrase, he spoiled the 
road poe ii ‘howtos é the passers-by for taking him to task for it. To 
wound Mr. Bose’s feelings still more, he wrote him ip reply: that pee 
deserved praise rather than blame, reward rather.than panishment... We ould 
have thought that Mr. Griffiths had rewarded the peons from his own' pocket, 
had not his generosity been known to us. It may that he. had it, in., his 
contemplation to reward his favourite and faithful peons after he had. gained 
victory in the Senate in his quarrel with the Syndicate. - the a4 
We admit that the matter would not have been carried #0 far had any 
other boy been in the place of Mr. Bose’s son.  But:there is no gaiusaying thie 
fact that not a few students are insulted and ill-treated by the University staff, 
and that it is through the instrumentality of Mr. Bose that their arbit 
conduct has come to the public notice. ‘The cat is at last out of the bag; } 
and the Registrar and his staff have been found out in their true colours. — 

The Syndicate did nothing but vindicate its prestige and the prestige of 
the Senate by censuring the conduct of the Registrar. If any member of the 
Senate finds fault with the Syndicate, instead of praising it for what it has done, 
he must expect to be set down as a man devoid of humanity. It should be 
remembered that insult to Mr. Bose is in this case insult to the whole Bengali 
nation, that insult to the Syndicate is insult to the Senate. Mr. Griffiths, we 
repeat, would not have ventured to treat Mr. Bose so shubbily if Mr. Bose had 
been a European—if he had been an Alfred or an Abbot. 


Sir Alfred Croft has not certainly raised himself in the public ésfimation 
by supporting Mr. Griffiths in this University affair, He had made up his 
mind to humble the Syndicate at a meeting of the Senate, and thereby increase 
his prestige and make the Registrar practically independent. of the. Syndicate. 
The Indian Daily News has faithfully echoed the Vice-Chancellor’s sentiment by 
calling on the English and Scotch members of the Senate to assert themselves, 

| to establish undisputed sway in the University, and make the Bengali members 
helpless fools in their hands. It behoves the Bengali members to be a little 
‘More cautious, but they should fear nothing—they should. not at thie time 
allow themselves to be guided by any other consideration than that of justice. 
They should remember that the Vice-Chancellor can do them no harm. Even 
the Viceroy cannot drive out the Bengalis from the Senate. 


The Hindoo Patriot counsels peace and compromise. We have no objection 


to either. But we shall be sincerely sorry if matters are not set right in the 
University, which is at present sadly out of joint. | 


26. At a meeting of the Syndicate, observes the Sulabh Dainik of the 2nd — sotasa Damme, 
The Griffiths affair. March, held on the 29th February last, the cage March 2nd, 1896. 


of Mr. Griffiths was again taken into consideration, 
and it was resolved that what Mr. Griffiths had done was done purely with the 


object of promoting the welfare of the University. ° Why did the Syndics fail — 
to discover this truth at the two previous meetings? They say that when their 
vote of censure on Mr. Griffiths was passed, they had not before them 
all the papers connected with this case. If go, did the Syndicate act properly 
passing a vote of censure at all on a public officer without sufficient and 
reliable information and simply relying on Mr. Ananda Mohun Bose? The 
majority of the members of the Syndicate are Bengalis, and it is a shame that 
there should be such arbitary and one-sided proceedings wherever there are 
Bengalis. If it be that the Syndicate yielded to a pressure from outside, they 
have proved themselves unworthy of the high position they occupy. 


27. ~The Sulabh Dainik of the 8rd March understands that it is through  8v1asa Dane, 
as eatin. the intervention of Sir Alexander Mackenzie that Merch 8rd, 1806. 

_ the University squabble has been made yp. Mr. 
Ananda Mohun Bose is said to be on friendly terms with Sir Alexander Mac- 
kenzie, and the latter has done well in throwing oil on troubled waters. The 
matter would have been carried too far if the Lieutenant-Governor had not 
intervened, and the consequences would have been highly unseemly. - ea 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municspal Administration. — 


98, The Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight of Magh says that 
_ though there are a Sanitary Inspector and an Over. 
-_Besitary - of the Comilla seer in the Comilla Municipality, the streets in that 


town are never watered, and one can hardly pags 
them without stopping one’s nose against stench proceeding from filthy tanks 
and the accumulated filth on the wayside. The Sanitary Inspector has heen 
doing his duty properly; for he is generally prompt in reporting anything wrong 
he comes across. But the Overseer seldom carries out the suggestions of the 
Inspector, and allows matters to go from bad to worse. The rice gruel nuisance 
in the street in front of the Prince Medical Hall has been repeatedly reported 
‘upon by the Sanitary Inspector, but the overseer has done nothing to remove 
it. The present Overseer is a most lazy and incompetent man, and ought to 
be replaced by a more energetic officer. The pay of the post, too, should be 
reduced to Rs. 40. 


29. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 11th February draws the attention of the 

- municipal authorities to the pollution of the water 
of the Barisal canal. The outbreak of cholera 
_ every year in Barisalis due to this pollution of 
water. It is said that the municipal mehéers throw night-soil into the canal, and 
its water is also polluted by the boatmen and other people who live on its banks, 
Steps should be immediately taken to prevent the contamination of the water 
of the canal, — 


30. The Burdwan Sanjivan of the 25th February says that the Burdwan 


oem Municipality should appoint at least one qualified 
— Burdwan food-inspector for Burdwan town. The appoint- 
| ment of a food-inspector may, in some measure, 
help to check the spread of cholera and other epidemics. It has almost become 
a custom with the Burdwan Municipality to make one man do the work of two 
-or three, and it is most unlikely that it will appoint a food-inspector. But if 
the Municipality is not willing to appoint a paid food-inspector, can it not 
appoint an unpaid one? There are many medical practitioners among the 
Commissioners, and one of them may be entrusted with the work. 
31. The Ulubarta Darpan of the 26th February complains that there is a 


great scarcity of water in Ulubaria, in the Howrah 
district. The tanks have already dried up, and the 
little water they contain has become poisoned by rank vegetation rotting in it. 
The district authorities propose to spend about one thousand rupees in improv- 
ing the water-supply of the locality, and this money could not be better spent 
than in digging wells in the villages in the subdivision and in repairing or 
clearing the existing tanks, There are many such tanks to be repaired. One, 
for instance, a very large one, called the Dulo tank, is situated at a distance of 
six miles to the north of Ulubaria town. The water of this tank is used by 
the people of sixteen or seventeen villages. The idea of digging wells on the — 
Cuttack road should be given up, as they will benefit only a few passers-by 
and not the people at large. -The pollution of water of the tanks is due to the 
rotting of the rank vegetation growing in them and on their sides. Steps 
should be taken to clear the tanks of this rank vegetation. | 
32. The Vikrampur of the 27th February points out to the Dacca Die- 


ee trict Board and the Munshiganj Local Board the 
Dearie le | upenmrics in the necessity of opening a few charitable dispensaries 


oe _ in the central and northern parts of Vikrampur, 
in the Munshiganj subdivision of the Dacca district, where people suffer 
from diseases all the year round. The establishment of such dispensaries 
has become necessary, at least, as a justification for the existence of the District 
and the Local Boards. ors 


33. Thesame paper says that the tube-wells, which have been sunk in 


: ikrampur in the Munshiganj subdivision of the 
seitbewelle in the Decca dis Dacca district will only serves to throw dust ip 


the eyes of the people, who are loud in their demand 
for water-sup ly, and to open out a ne 3 | 
facturers of the materials 'for such i in ane aa 


. Pollution of the water of the 
Barisal canal. 


Scarcity of water in Ulubaria. 


The tube which has eal at 


manu- | 
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— la gives a supply for two:persons only in the course of full 
rahe east do if one is sunk for every two or three families ; 
and one for every half-a-dozen villages will be a farce. : 

34, The ‘Hitavadi of the 28th February has received numerous letters 

: complaining of scarcity of water. When the suffer- 

Water-scarcity. ing is so great in the middle of aes will be- 

thle i aitra. Government is anxious to ut a stop to the ravages 

ep ag eit ‘hin no steps to clear foul tanks, which are the great sources 

of that disease. The District Boards should try to prevent scarcity of water 
with the help of zamindars and other leading villagers. 


. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of 29th February writes as follows:— 
" ji It Pl not. peg Pag since ae ene, o 
Defalcations in the Santipur to9x-daroga of the Santipur Municipality, in the 
YE. oe district, was sent % jail for alasoneepeiat- 
ing municipal money. And lately the public auditor has reported that he has 
detected defalcations by municipal tax-collectors extending over a long period 
of time. A certain officer, so detected, made a loan in order to refund the 
amount he had misappropriated. Can the municipal authorities of Santipur 
also say why the municipal peon, who went the other day to deposit money in 
the Ranaghat treasury, returned without having done so? It is hoped that 
Government will thoroughiy overhaul the Municipal Office at Santipur, and 
prevent such waste of the poor rate-payers’ hard-earned money in future. — 


86. The Dacea Prakash of the 1st March publishes the names of the 
The Dacca District Board mem. gentlemen who, in its opinion, ought to be appoint- 
berships. ed members of the Dacca District Board :— 


(1) Babu Kaliprasanna Ghosh. 
(2) ,,  Bijay Chandra Bannerji, zamindar. 
(3) ,, Parvati Sankar Rai Chaudhuri, zamindar. 
(4) ,, Purna Chandra Bannerji, zamindar. 
(5) ,,  Dimanath Sen, Inspector of Schools, 
( Y », Umakisor Rai, Deputy Inspector of . Schools. 
7) ,, Akshay Kumar Sen, Road Cess Deputy Collector. 
»» Lhe Inspector of Local Works. 


», he Civil Surgeon. | 


‘Thana Sabha has never been so fortunate as to send a member to the Dis- 
trict Board. One member should be appointed from Sg) wees The remain- 
ing four memberships will probably go to Europeans and Musalmans. 


37. The Bankura Darpan of the 1st March complains that there is great 
scarcity of water in all the villages in the Bankura 
district. The Government as well as the local 
zamindars are quite indifferent in the matter, and:the District Board -has not 
funds at its or to improve the water-supply of the district. A large 
portion of the Board’s revenue is at present spent in keeping the district roads 
in repair, and the Board is also compelled by the Government to liberally con- 
tribute towards the maintenance of charitable dispensaries. 'There would have 
been no need of establishing dispensaries if the money spent in maintainin 

them had been spent in improving the water-supply. Wh the Bankura 
District Board is made to bear the expenses of the aunidedl dispensary in 
Bankura is more than one can understand. The Local Board is digging wells 
here and there, but these are not enough for the purpose. 


Scarcity of water in Bankura. 


(fF )— Questions affecting the land. 


38, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir of the 25th February complains 

a i dees that the talukdars of Malati, a village in the Tan- 

inthe Mymentech dateee *8° gail subdivision of the Mymensingh district, are 

_ given to rack-renting their raiyats. The rents 

of the raiyats have been unlawfully enhanced, and various illegal cesses are 

extorted from them. The rents and cesses, moreover, instead of being. collected 
in four instalments, are realized in one instalment in the month of Bhadra. 


‘Hyravandrt, - 
Feb, 28th, 1896. 


Mrnrr-0-SupDHAKAR, 


Feb. 29th, 1896. 


Daoca PRAKASH, 
March lst, 1896. 


BaNKURA DaRPAN, 
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TRIPURA PRAKASH, 


Socond fortnight of 
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of the Chittagong 
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(g)-——Ratiways and communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 

$9. Babu Ambika Charan Haldar, a Pleader of Brahmanbaria, writing jp 

the Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight of 

— on the Acsam-Bengal Magh, complains that, going to the Akhaura station 


on the Assam-Bengal Railway on the 8th February 
last, to take a journey to Kasba, he found that the ticket-sellers were exacti 


blackmail from every one of the Chandranath pilgrims. They extorted 


much as one rupee or eight annas from every batch of twenty or twenty-five 


pilgrims. The troubles of the pilgrims, however, did not end there. On going 
to enter the train, each passenger had to pay something to the porter before 
any carr would be opened to him. The correspondent had to pay nine pice 
for himself and two companions. Some fishermen were not allowed to take 
their fish into the train because they would not pay extra gratification to the 
Railway employés. On his return to Akhaura the next day, the correspondent 
learnt that the fish had not even then been carried, and that in consequence, a 
row was about to take place between the fishermen and the station staff. 

The attention of the Traffic Superintendent is called to these complaints. 

40. The Hitavad of the 28th February draws the attention of the Age 


. aad os he of the East Indian Railway to the fact = Govern- 
mprorements required of ment’s orders about providing station-latrines with 
spa Mirerssas citi screens have not yet been carried out at most 
stations, and that the supply of water at stations is not adequate. By these 
wants passengers are often placed in great danger. They led to the following 
tragic occurrence on the 20th February last, which has been communicated tothe 
writer by a correspondent. The pe og reports that when the passenger 
train No. 5 was dowly entering the Sekoabad station, a Marwari youth fell 
down in attempting to jump down from a first class carriage, and was so terribl 

mangled that he died the very same day in hospital. This youth was travelling 
in an intermediate class carriage. But there being ne arrangements for answer- 
ing calls of nature in those carriages, and the train not being timed to stop for 
the space of half-an-hour in the morning time at any station, the youth was 
compelled to enter a first class carriage for answering calls of nature, and, in 
attempting to get down from the carriage, met with death. Will the Railwa 

authorities provide intermediate class carriages with latrines, and see that train 
No. 4 stops for a sufficient space of time at the Nawadi station, train No. 5 at 
the Etawa station, and train No. 6 at Naini, Delhi or some other station, which 
it may reach after day-break. The profits of the Railway will double if inter- 


mediate carriages are provided with latrines, and if two such carriages are 
attached to train Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 instead of one. 


(h)— General. 


41. The Tripura Prakash for the second fortnight of Magh writes as 
i eed Ge a te a on the proposed transfer of the Chittagong 
Chittagong Division. ivision to Assam— 

Government decided to transfer the Chittagong 
district to Assam so long ago as 1892, without letting its residents, whose 
interests were most intimately bound up with the question, and whose political 
welfare very largely depended upon the way it was decided, anything about 
its decision. The people of Chittagong were struck when they were fast 
asleep, Government having all along observed the profoundest secrecy about 
its intention. Sir Charles Elliott was certainly in the secret, but he gave no 
explicit answer to the questions put by Maulvi Seraj-ul-Islam in the Bengal 
Council. The sudden visit of the Chief Commissioner of Assam to Ohittagang 
vid Comilla was the first incident which aroused dark suspicions in the min 


people, who were otherwise innocent of all knowledge of 
the Government’s intention to cast them, while asleep, into the jungles of 


Government has since promised to listen attentively to the representations of 


the people of the Division. They have accordingly submitted representations, 
which, though full of feeling, are based upon facts. The naitesin which has 
been commenged, may have its origin in the towns; but it has spread like wild 
fire through the country, and though started by the educated community, hap 
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ond argo in rr et ee Teer thee als ton ae 
in Kalikacha, recen , : : aes he & tw will 

- a in Noagaon, Sarail and Chunta; o which t e first two are villages 
rabatbited pe by enlightened and educated men, but by. illiterate Musalmans. 
Thi h that everybody has realised that transfer to- Assam will be the 
This 6 : ps th of the Division and Government cannot therefore deny that. the 
political Ges f the people are at the bottom of the agitation, and that the 
gress. mae 1 f the discontent not of any particular community, but of 
apes and low, in the Division. ‘lhe Maharaja of ——- 
pd A ary but he should remember that Assam is the non-regulation adminis- 
tration under which a terrible fate befell Manipur. H1s is a most mismanaged 
estate, and though officials like Messrs. Carlyle and Oldham may refrain from 

ushing matters to a crisis, such leniency an forbearance cannot be expected 

om the despotic officers of a non-regulation province. The Maharaja ought, 
therefore, to move in the matter in time, and one word from him will carry 
greater weight with the Government than a thousand representations by the 
people. The Amrita Bazar Paritka is rendering eoman’s service. to the 
Chittagong people, and it is hoped that it will not desist till the proposal is 
withdrawn. 

42. The Charu Mihir of the 25th February says that the people of Bengal 

' thank the Lieutenant-Governor for the kind con- 

The new tour resolution. sideration he has shown to them by revising the 

rules which were laid down by-his predecessor for the purpose of regulating 
tours by officials. eo 

43. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 26th February says that the people 
of Bengal will ever remain grateful to Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie for his recent tour resolution. The 
| resolution gives proof of his large-heartedness. He 
has done invaluable good to the people of Bengal. 

44. The Sahachar of the 26th February writes as follows :— 

Under the uniformly rigorous rule of Sir Charles 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Fijliott, Bengal was bruken, us it were, ox the wheel 
the tour resolution, : ’ : ) 
and its very back-bone was broken. Sir Charles was 
certainly a learned man; but, unfortunately, he had not the gift which 
makes a man a popular ruler. He knew how to destroy, but did not possess 
the constructive power which makes a first class artist. He was therefore quite 
unfit to direct the administration of a province like Bengal. Though, as 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, he made his hand felt in every department 
of the administration, he was hardly successful in any. He came to Bengal 
with a pack of prejudices in his mind, and his prejudices led him to trample 
upon public opinion. He believed that there was as yet no such opinion in the 
country, and even the representations of public bodies, like the British Indian 
Association, had no weight with him. According to him, efficient administra- 
tion was synonymous with rigorous administration. And following this idea 
he often showed indulgence to police officers and high-handed young civilians, 
and did his best to screen their faults. This was the reason why he failed to 
secure the sympathy of his subjects. At the time of leaving the country, 
however, he rust have realised the strength of native public opinion. The 
honour paid to him by the pandits or the Muhammadan community, or by any 
other community for its own selfish purposes, cannot be said to have been 
honour done by the country. The statue erected to the memory of Sir Steuart 
Bayley is an honour done to that ruler by the country; but, alas, in the case 
of Sir Charles Elliott, the people of the province did not as a body come 
forward to honour him even with a farewell address. Sir Charles made the 
country unhappy by his rule, and posterity will not think very highly of his 
administration. 

Fortunately for Bengal, Sir Charles Elliott has been succeeded by Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie, who, within the two months that he has been on the 
Bengal musnud, has, by his acts and utterances, assured the people that they 
may hope for better days under him. Indeed, Sir Alexander’s praise is already. 
in every body’s mouth; and we can assure him that, though Bengal has been 
greatly changed since he served here as a junior officer, he will find l:ttle to 
regret in the change, and a competent and upright ruler like him will find. 


Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s tour 
resolution. 7 
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( m0 ) 


the work of administration easier and smoother here than he found: it anywhors 

else. Sir Alexander's ability, uprightness and insight into the human charactey 
have been clearly proved by the few acts he has already done, and by: the words 
he.has already uttered. Tis advice to the Musalmans is one that could. come 
only from a just and impartial ruler like him. We can assure His Hononr that 
the Muhammadan community cannot be dissatisfied with him for what he: told 
them so plainly. His Honour is a learned man, and it was quite like himself 
to say that nothing but merit and ability would be recognised: and: rewarded 


- near him. He knows the province and its people thoroughly, and. has acted 


VIKRAMPUR, 
Feb. 27th, 1896. 


DARUSSALTANAT 
AND URpv GUIDE, 


Feb. 27th, 1896. 


= a true friend of the people by speaking out so plainly at a: bad: time 
ike this. : | wT 
The Tour Resolution is. the first resolution issued by Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, and it gives the people of Bengal ‘a foretaste of the happiness they 
are destined to enjoy under him. He has ordered the Magistrates to go out 
on tour only once or twice a year, and to pitch their tents in places ‘which 
would cause the minimun of inconvenience-to parties, and their pleaders and 
witnesses. os oe 
There is one advice given to touring officers for which the Lieutenant- 
Governor cannot be too highly fp cep People formerly looked upon. their 
Magistrate as their father, and felt no fear or hesitation in opening. their 
hearts to him. The Magistrate, on his part, reciprocated their feeling, and 
freely mixed with them and joined in their festivities and amusements. - He 
regarded some as his friends and others as his children. But, alas, it.is not so 
now! Themselves subjected to rigorous rules, the District Officers now-a-days 
think that they serve their master best by frowning upon the people and 
ruling them with rods of iron. This is a grave mistake. Nothing conduces 
more to the happiness and welfare of a State than a system of administration 
which aims at securing for the rulers the love and respect of the subject-people. 
History bears this out. Knowing the people thoroughly as he does, the Liev- 
tenant-Governor has laid special stress upon a touring official’s making the 
acquaintance of the chief residents of the places he will visit. Itis advice that 
can be given only by a formanted and experienced ruler. The people of 
Bengal have always been reputed for their loyalty. Indeed, no people in India 
know: better than the Bengalis how to show loyalty to their ruler. Mufassal 
officials have only to mix as freely with them as they did before, and: the old 
feeling of love and friendship between the ruler and the ruled will be restored. 
he way in which Sir Alexander Mackenzie has inaugurated: his rule has 
filled the country with the assurance that during his time all the bad rules 
which Sir Charles Elliott made will be luishal one after another, and all 
subordinate officers will learn how to do their work properly. __ : 
45. ‘The Vikrampur of the 27th February says that on the 24th December 
pry : last one Hridaya Barai remitted Rs. 800 by tele- 
postal irregularity.  __ graphic money-order from the Jainshar post-office, 
in the Dacca district, to an officer of his at Goalpara. The payee received half 
the amount in due course, but the other half was paid him only on the 7th 
February last. An enquiry ought to be held into the-matter. 
46. The Darussalianat and Urdu Guide of the 27th February has the 
Appointment of natives to high following :— if 
aa " We praised Sir Charles Elliott because he 
appointed educated natives to some of the posts 
which had before him been reserved for Anglo-Indians. But Sir Charles’ com- 
mendable policy in this respect being distasteful to the official class, is about to 
vanish with him. It is unbearable to the Anglo-Indian official that a black 


native, in his capacity of Inspector-General of Registration, shall lord it over 80 


many European Magistrates. It has therefore been decided that after Delwar 
Hossein Ahmad, the office of the Inspector-General of Registration will be amal- 
gamated with that of the Director of Land Records, 


d that a European shall 
be appointed to fill the amalgamated office. and thas .s Suropess a 


In Sir Charles’ time it was decided that educated natives of proved fidelity 
should be appointed to certain posts of trust and responsibili y, such as those 
f ay Seberion . b, actppssr pone But as soon as Sir Charles’ back 1 
urned, the proposal is shelved, and nati hould De 

‘with poste of responsibility... oe ee ee 


( Mt ) 
The objection to the appointment of natives as Under-Secretaries seems to 


verntnent’s unwillingness to let'them into official secrete,: 
a ok correspondent of the Samay of the 28th: February ‘reports: a case 
Ee a of income-tax oppression in Kantia, a ‘village neat 
Income-tax Oppression Naihati in . apres rpg e One: Babu 
Niher dra. Biswas, an inhabitant of the said village, is a clerk-in a:Rail 
Nibaran Chandra: Biswas, eo 80 a month: ‘His father lid sohié tréde; and 
ect a ‘ieeeian "piceuietiih used to be levied on: the joint‘income of the 
eather and the son. The father had several times applied: to the authorities for 
the reduction of the tax paid by him, but. with noeffect. After his death; theson 
several times applied to the authorities, praying to be exempted from taxation: 
But his prayer was not heard, and he was compelled to pay the tax notwith- 
standing the fact that his small income was not taxable under the law, and the 
income of his father had ceased to exist with him. Nibaran Babu lately sent 
an application to the authorities in a registered cover, and was under the 
impression that this time his prayer would be heard and he would be. exempted 
from the tax. But when the time for ae the payment came, the Income- 
tax Collector paid his housea visit, and in his absence attached some of his 
moveable property on the ground that he had defaulted in paying the income- 
Oem: 1: GOWN I oe i a ter a Or i era 
The Editor remarks that there is actually no remedy against income-tax 
oppression. It is the interest of the Government to increase its revenue. An 
Income-tax Collector is sure to reduce the revenue from this source, if he is to 
conscientiously levy the tex. Instances are not rare where Income:tax Col- 
lectors have incurred the displeasure of the authorities by conscientiously 
collecting the tax, and thereby reducing the income-tax revenue. 3 Income-tax 
Collectors are therefore compelled to be unfair and exacting in their collections. 
The income-tax is never levied strictly according to the law. If it had been, 
there would have been no objection against it. None should feel much hard- 
ship in paying even 5 per cent. of his net income to the Government.- But 
a man is, as a matter of fact, often compelled to pay 20 per ‘cent. of his 
income as income-tax. Income-tax oppression is generally’ experienced by 
natives, and not by Europeans. But there seéms to be absoltitely no remedy. 
Complaints by natives are of no avail. ET seaktsy gk 
48, Unlike his predecessor, observes the Pratikar of the 28th February, 
| _, Sir Alexander Mackenzie has no undue partiality 
T oe Asan Mackenzie's for touring. His. Tour Resolution will be hailed 
yvnupmicngh with satisfaction, not only by the officials, but also 
by the people. Tours do the mufassal people no good, but are on the contrary 
a source of hardship to them, as they are compelled to. supply rassad to the 
touring officials. | | 
49. The Hitavads of the 28th February says that any good that is done 
_, by official tours is morethan counterbalanced by the 
oar oe Mackenzie's sy fferings which they entail upon litigants and their 
witnesses who have to follow the Magistrates from 
place to place. Sir Alexander Mackenzie has now directed that touring should 
not interfere seriously with the regular work at the head-quarters. It is to be 
hoped that this order will promote the convenience of the public. This very 
opinion was expressed by the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Nabin Chandra Sen, 
the other day, on this tour question. But inconvenience to litigants is not the 
only evil arising from official tours. Such tours are also attended with great 
oppression on the poor. From considerations of prestige, Government does not 
listen to complaints regarding such oppression. It did not, for instance, attend to 
the complaints on that head which were made by the Reverend Mr. Cornelius 
of Jamtara, and by this paper. Is it too much to expect that Sir Alexander, 
who has now rid the country of one evil of touring, should take steps to remiedy 
its other evil too? Sir Alexanders Tour Resolution has reassured the 
writer. He will be satisfied if the officers only act justly under Sir Alexander’s 
regime. 
50. The same paper hoped that the able article published in the Indian 
Mr. Westmacott and the Sub. ~/#70". of the 11th October 1895 would make the 
Deputy Collectors of bis Division, Lengal Government attend to: Mr:’ Westmacott’s 
dealings with the Sub-Deputy Collectors of his 
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Division. But no; Mr. Westmacott’s d 
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espotism is increasing under indulgence, 
It is therefore necessary to say a few unpleasant words. It is hoped that Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie and the Board of Revenue will relieve the Sub- Deputy 
Collectors of the Presidency Division of the oppression which Mr. Westmacoitt 
is committing upon them against their orders. A perusal of paragraphs 5 and 
6 of the resolution of the Government of Bengal, in the Appointment Depart. 
ment, No. 3111, dated the 4th July 1892, will show that with time the work 
of Sub-Deputy Collectors has changed in Bengal. In that resolution Sir 
Charles Elliott has clearly expressed the = that there is now little 
difference in point of merit between Deputy-Collectors and Sub-Deputy Col- 
lectors, and that both classes of officers should therefore be employed to do 
the same work. The above resolution of Government has not been superseded 
by any later resolution. Till lately, Sub-Deputy Collectors and Kanungos 
were employed to perform the duties prescribed for them in Chapter X of the 
Revenue Officers’ Manual of 1888. That chapter has been superseded by the 
Board’s circular of the 4th January 1895. Clause 4 of Part A of the above 
circular, is to the following effect :— 


“4, The Sub-Deputy Collectors are ordinarily vested with criminal powers, 
and their duties, whether magisteria!, executive or revenue, are similar in kind, 
though lower in degree, to those ordinarily entrusted to Deputy-Magistrates and 
Deputy Collectors.” | | 


But in what way, in the face of this clear direction of the Board of 
Revenue, Mr. Westmacott keeps the Sub-Deputy Collectors under him employed, 
will be seen from the following defiant declaration of his in his annual adminis. 
tration report :— 


“Paragraph 143. * * * The Sub-Deputy Collectors and Kanungos 
were employed, as usual, on measurement, settlement, collection of rents from 
khas mahals and other miscellaneous and out-door duties; but as they greatly 
prefer sedentary work in offices, and it requires constant goading and supervision 
to keep them on tour, the Sub-Deputy Collectors at some of the sub-divisions 


were employed in criminal judicial work, which I think interferes unduly with 
their revenue work.” ae : 


In other Divisions the instructions of Government as to the work in which 
Sub-Deputy Collectors and Kanungos are to be employed, are being given 
effect to. It is not certainly the intention of Government that those officers 
should be goaded into doing work which Government did not intend them to 
do. It is, therefore, certain that Sir Alexander Mackenzie will never tolerate 
this action of Mr. Westmacott. 

51. The Dacca Prakash of the tst March writes as follows :— 


ies Gee: Mcciahin Many Lieutenant-Governors have come and 

gone. Some of them came in with good names, 

but carried none with them. Fearing that it might fall to our lot to express two 

opinions about the same ruler, we had so long refrained from saying anything 

about Sir Alexander Mackenzie. But his acts have made ad a favourable 
impression upon us, that we can no longer desist from noticing them. 

There have been Governors who came with a good heart and the best of 
intentions for the subject-people, but who unfortunately lacked the sense which 
would have enabled them to judge rightly between measures calculated to do 
the people good and measures calculated to do them harm. Such Governors 
did many things which injured the people, though done with the best of 
intentions. Their failure was due to the fact that foreigners, as they were, they 
did not consider it necessary to take counsel of the subject-people. The few 
acts which have been already done by Sir Alexander Mackenzie, however, 


prove that with intentions he combines some experience of the country 
and its people. His tour resolution shows that he has realised the mischievous 


nature of frequent touring. 


52. The same paper cannot understand with what object Government, 
18 agam sending Mr. Hare to Dacca, whence he . 


was purposely removed. It is certain that Mr. 
__. Luttman-Johnson will not long remain Commis- 
sioner of the Dacca Division after his return from leave. Instead, therefore, 


of making a temporary arrangement for the period he will be on leave, 2 


The Commissionership of the 
Dacca Division. 
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permanen ‘ntment should be made. Mr. Skrine, whose appointment to 
the Chittagong Commiasionershi 18 rumoured, would ‘be the fittest man for 
Dacca. Let Mr. Hare be put in Mr. Skrine’s place, and the latter permanently 
appointed to the Dacca Division, Mr, Luttman-Johnson going to Chittagong 
when he comes back. . aS ba 
a Gazette of the 2nd March is glad:to see Mr, Hare — pacca Gaserss, 
ee appointed to officiate as the Commissioner of the March 2nd, i806, 
Mr. Hare ss Commissioner of J)gcca Division during Mr. Luttman-Johnson’s . 
| aa aTpeoteen that’ ‘moet of the rales Yel doWii Wy th 
, The same r observes that most of the rules laid down by th@ Dacca Gazerrs. 
2 wis Lieutenant-Governor in his Tour Resolution will be 
ae Tour of immense benefit to the people, and makes the 
following ge — 
(1) The peons and constables who follow a touring officer are in the 
habit of extorting rassad from the village people. These 
extortions should 3 put a stop to. , 
(2) A touring officer has to pass through many villages and towns. 
To save litigants trouble and expense, it should be laid down 
that touring officers should hold courts in the towns and villages 
through which. they have to pass for the purpose of trying 
local cases. There are Magistrates who are in the habit of 
unnecessarily harassing litigants by making them dance at- 
_tendance at court from distant places. ‘This practice should be 
put a stop to. . | 
(3) There are Magistrates who do not stick to their tour programme, 
and thereby cause great inconvenience to the public. Such 
irregularities should angel down. | 
(4) There are Sub-divisional Officers who visit the same places over 


and over again, neglecting other places, This should be 
forbidden. : 


In one word, the Government should try its best to see that touring 
officials spare no pains to acquaint themselves with the true state of affairs 
in the mufassal, With this view the Government may lay down certain 
forms which touring officials should follow in keeping a_regular diary of 

_- their tours; and it should, if necessary, even reward such officers as prove 
themselves the best touring officers according to the standard laid down 
by it. 

/ 55. The Som Prakash of the 2nd March says that its articles on tours 
published in one of its previous issues drew the 
attention of Sir Charles Elliott, and he drafted a 
resolution on the subject. Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s Tour Resolution closely 
follows the lines of that resolution. That this is the case is clear from the 
very tone of the new Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution. He is entitled to the 
thanks of the public, but credit is no less due to Sir Charles Elliott. Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie has only completed what Sir Charles Elliott began. 
The native papers, which are giving Sir Alexander Mackenzie the monopoly of 
their praise, are evidently not aware of the fact that his Tour Resolution owes its 
origin to Sir Charles Elliott. ns 

56. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th March has the following 

ve ., With reference to -the last interpellations in the  CaaNDRiEa, 
Council. rent © Oe Per Bengal Council. March 4th, 1896. 

| ee During the rule of Sir Charles Elliott it was 
a custom with his Secretaries to give evasive answers to interpellations about 
the conduct of officials, made by the ‘non-official members. Even in -cases 
where they could not but give a plain answer, they were in the habit of 
upholding the conduct of erring officials, and even of supporting them in their 
wrong-doing. It was Sir Charles Elliott’s policy never to rebuke an erri 
official in public—he had made up his mind never to wash official linen ‘in 
public. In his opinion official prestige was in danger whenever official 
measures were unfavourably criticised by the public. This is the reason wh 
during Sir Charles Elliott’s rule interpellations in the Council did the people 
no good. But this state of things has now undergone a change. As was 
anticipated from his Civil Service Dinner speech, Sir Alexander Mackensio is 


Som PRAKASH, 


Tho new Tour Resolution. — March 2nd, 1896. 
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to follow. i in waka his pentecemce. Se He ‘has: fdllowed ut Ones 

re ood x hip best best. to a the officials under rt peta 

ie erpellatio sane ae. ed einlng of the; eres Sor cmall ee 
ns e.in,the last m t une is 
oi clear that Sir Alexander Mackenzie has octved to follow . peaceful. be 
conaiintony policy. Sir Charles Elliott inflicted, so. to speak, wounds on ‘i 
heart of the e, ‘Bir Alexander Mackenzie ia. now trying his best to heal. 
those wounds, . . 

Phe writer notices some of the interpellations and the answers gs to them, 
With. reference to the augwar.giyen to the interpellation about Bomford’s 
new spas ms the Medical College, the writer observes that these rules pregs hard 


upon medical students. If there were a rival Medical. gees ok in Benpat these 
rules would do no harm. ‘he writer cannot, moreover, understand why these 


restrictions should be placed on the study. of medicine when there are a such 
restrictions on the study of law. With reference to the answer to the inter- 
pellation about felting in tidal, rivers and canals, the writer is glad to observe 
that the Lieutenant-Governor has done: away with the restriction imposed on 
fishing in such waters, but observes that it should be clearly laid down that al 

ple have the right to fish in all tidal canals and in all rivers, tidal or untidal. 
There e are rivers 10 in which there are no tides. The Hooghly, for instance, above 
Kalna, is not a tidal river Evidently a good wind has begun to blow in 
Bengal oe! Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s accession to its _ 


ee 4 


Ill. a pe K 


ee 87. The Fitavadi of the 28th February sa ms that in reply to Maulvi 
Siraj-ul-Islam’s interpe 


lation in the Bengal Council 
at } commaaieaer, Se de- on the 9th February 1894, relating to the remoured 


On 4 kT extension of the juri isdiction of the Assam Govern- 


ment, the Bengal Government stated :—‘ The 
Government of India had..not;yet issued any final order on the subj ect.” 


Again, when in March 1895 the Maulvi made a fresh inuterpellation on the 
subject, the Bengal Government aid that it had no papers to lay before the 
Council, and the question would not, assume a practical shape till the Assam- 
Chittagong Railway was completed. 

But 3 reply to the i nterpellation, which the Hon’ble Babu Mohini Mohan 
nt Bape: e on the sub} ect in the Viceregal Council, the Government of 
ndia sta 


—‘* The Government of India decided in 1892 that the Chittagong 
District should -be transfe 


rred to Assam as soon as settlement operations were 
concluded, in it.” The statements of the two Governments are conflicting, and 


the question is which statement is to be believed. Is Government maintaining 
its pre prestige by making contradictory statements like the above, and by prevent- 
ing people by such trick from agitating? It is not difficult to deceive the 
Indian pe peapre f But will people have any faith in Government very long after 
seeing such conduct on its part? Such conduct may be approved by the 


crooked policy of the west, & it is rms & abhorrent to all fap ays of justice. 


People have been more pained by this lack of sincerity on the part. of. Govern- 
ment than oe will ever be by the amalgamation of tie dine with Assam. 


IV.—Native States. 


58, The Bangavasi of the 29th February has the followi 


Lord Dalhousie extended the British Empire in 
Srasee x boron policy towards pose ae OF nos Pv Native 7 “= 
'Yy force, in others artfull ‘he 
Directors of the East odie. (aie pany made no objection’ to this 2 de 
aggression. Who ao i jected to have new territories added to his omni- 
out any co ut the 

tious Tt led oe Sepoy Mutin Sopienm of Dalhousie’s policy was disat 

The 0 Bepoy Mai Mutiny o oi , + ed of the authorities: it mado them 
ite dat he apiece pot at a Deana ee 

, ve po vy. 9 


alhousie was at the root of 
rising. The Sepoy utiny Bs timately, put. down, but it cost the British 


( 4B) i 
tn good’ deal‘ of trouble’ to’ re-establish " peacd-and order in the 


Government a gum” * t the issue of the conflict: would have been 
country. ° It ae daar had joined the ‘thutineers and waged ‘war 
with tho British Government. tt is almost certain that in that case the British 
Government would my ag rendered entirely Bee rand ward sd ame nts T 
the British Empirein India. = sg ne ee ud 
"Experience taught Lord Canning and Tee the Sonny Me aeik a oe 
onder $0 Ee a ioe per chiel ‘that they would not: be ‘disturbed ‘in: their - 
son fr aseured their respective territories. ‘The royal ‘proclamation’ was issued, 
in which Her Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress solemnly —'s locates 
again to interfere with the independence of the native chiefs, or to deprive 
of their dominions. g§ = =~ aes wee ae 
aa the royal promise became old in course of time, and lost its force. and 
obligation in the eye of the British officials in India, as peace and order ‘were 
re-established in the country, and their fear and anxiety were dispelled, and 
gave place to @ growing sense of security. The country was brought | under 
closer subjection to ‘the British Government, and British tule in ndia was 
placed ons firmer basis and a securer foundation, The number of British 
soldiers in the Indian army was increased, and the efficiency of the native 
goldiers was reduced—they were poorly armed and equipped com pared. ‘with 
their European comrades. The ‘artillery were placed almost entirely under 
European soldiers, the native regiments were more largely officered hy Euro- 
, and to prevent any combination among the native soldiers in a regiment, 
it was made to consist of men of various castes and religious persuations. The 
Indian people were also disarmed. | id 
‘This increased the sense of security of the British officials, and they began 
to treat the royal promise with indifference. The native chiefs were brought 
more and more under the subjection of the Political Agents, and their inde» 
pendence was curtailed. All the native chiefs were practically made puppets 
in the hands of thé Government, and compelled ‘té'do its biddings. The fersh 
aggressive policy of Lord Dalhousie gave place to a milder policy. The 
Gaekwar of Baroda was tried by a commission and deposed, and.a boy. of the 
Government’s own choice was placed on his throne. The example of Baroda 
served as & lesson to the Indian chiefs. It pointed ‘out to them that they were 
all helpless tools in the hands of the paramount power, and that the latter could 
deal. with them as it pleased. Lord Northbrook deposed the Gaekwar of 
Baroda, even though the majority of the members of the commission were in 
his favour, and made it quite patent to his brother chiefs that they depended 
entirely on the mercy and pleasure of the British Government for their very 
existence. The same policy was pursued in Cashmere. Maharaja Pratap 
Sing was deprived of his ruling power and made a puppet in bis own domi- 
nion. British supremacy was virtually established in Cashmere. The history 
of British policy in regard to Manipur need not be recounted. In Bhurtpur 
the ggg was deposed without letting the people know anything about the 
matter. ‘The British Ministry, when questioned, treated the matter lightly, 
and let the people understand, though not in so many words, that nothing 
could undo what the Government in India had done. The Khan of Khelat 
was also deposed, and one of his sons, most inimically disposed towards him, 
was placed on the throne. In fact, the British Government is virtually ruling 
_ all the Native States. The Political Agents are all-powerful there, and the 
native chiefs are all guided and controlled by men of the Government’s choice 
—~—by men, that is, who are always ready to faithfully carry out its behests. 
The case of the: Patna chief is an instance: in point. The Government. says 
that the Maharaja of Patna killed his wife and committed suicide ina fit” 
of insanity.. Evidence, however, goes the other way. It proves that’ the 
Maharaja was goaded to desperation—to insanity, if you please —by the high- 
handedness. of Political Agents. The case of Jhalwar has now come to 
the forefront. It is well known how the Dewan of the Maharana has now 
become his master by successfully playing the part of a spy, how the Maha- 
rana's servants have wee er im at the command of the Political Agent, 
and how the Maharana hi has been made a prisoner in his own dominion. 
His deposition, too, is heing talked about. om 


AL PONCH, 
Feb. 25th, 1896. 


Dacca Gazette, 
Feb. 24th, 1896. 


Caargu Muar, 
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-..» The lo-Indian rs, too, have changed: their toné; -Th no longer 
deal weak ooniens affecting the Native States with that caution aad modera. 
tion which marked their writings on this subject some years ago. And they 
are not to blame, seeing that the British officials have given up’ their. policy 
of caution and conciliation, and do not hesitate to slight the Queen’s proclama; 
tion itself. The fact is that the tone of the British policy towards the Native 
States has undergone a change. The old policy of annexation has been 
renewed under a new garb. . 
The confidence of the Indian people in the integrity of the British 
Government remains, however, still unshaken, They still place implicit ro. 
liance on the promise of Her Gracious Majesty the Queen Empress: The 
Indian chiefs, too, find t consolation in the Queen’s proclamation; which 
still inspires them with hope and confidence. It is the conviction of the Indian 
people that the sun may rise in the west and the moon may shine in the 
night of the new moon, but the Queen’s pipeiee can never be broken: 
The new-fangled and misguided policy of the British Government, therefore, 
gives us serious cause for anxiety, not only for the native chiefs, but also for 
the British Government. The contentment of the ey sos is the strength of 
the Government. It should not be thought that the peaceful attitude of the 
native cheifs is due to their weakness, it is much more due to their unbounded 
and never-failing confidence in og) and integrity of British rule. The 
Indian people virtually worship Her Gracious ajesty the Queen Empress, 
She is their idol, and they love her as they their kind mother. It is a pi 


that her representatives should try their best to offend and ill-treat her faithful 
subjects, her devoted worshippers, her loving children, and thereby shake their 
confidence in the integrity of herrule. Let the British officials take timely 
warping and be guided more by conscience than by self-interest. Worldly 
power lasts only for a day, but righteousness lasts for ever. Human life is but s 
span, but the life hereafter is eternal. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


59. Al Punch of the 25th February says :— oe 

. Sir Alexander Mackenzie justly said that, if 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie’ ad- the Musalmans were anxious to take a share of the 

vice to the Musalman commun''y: — Joaves and fishes of the State, they must depend 

more upon themselves than upon official favour. But it remains to be seen how 

His Honour will maintain his impartiality in dealing with a people consisting of 

two communities, one of which is strong and the other weak. The weak, being 
outnumbered by the strong, naturally look to Government for protection. — 

60. The Dacca Gazette of the 24th February draws attention to the 

a exactions and inconveniences to which pilgrims 

The late pilgrimage to Chandra. were put at the shrine of Chandranath, in Chitta- 
" gong, on the occasion of the late Sivaratri festival, — 
in spite of the Government’s order to throw the shrine open to all pilgri 
without the levy of any entrance fee which has been declared unlawful by 
the law courts. The Mahanta ought to be careful in future, or he would 
himself suffer in his quarrel with pilgrims, 

The Railway arrangement, too, for conveying pilgrims to Chandranath 
was faulty. Five or six special trains were provided, but they proved quite 
inadequate to cupe with the traffic; and inthe crash for purchasing tickets } 
which ensued, the ticket sellers at almost every station systematically levied 
blackmail from the passengers, 


The ‘irpura Prakash newspaper has published particulars about certaim 
pilgrims who were thus blackmailed. : . 


61. In reference to the registration case in which Nowsher Ali , Khan, 
oo. Sub-Registrar of Pakulla, in the Tangail sub-division 


| Mymensingh district. of the Mymensingh district and his wife, wanted 


, , to get registered a sale agreement alleged to have 
been executed in their favour by one Brahmamayi Debya of "Baghuli, as 
executrix of the estate of her minor sons, in respect of certain property which 


had been already sold by her with the permission of the District Judge, the 
Charu Mihir of the 25th February cannot understand why Brahmamayi should. 
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, 8,780 property which she had. 


e to sell to Nowsher Ali for only Re poperty, wh 
| for ger sum, namely, Rs. 4,760, Even if. the docu 
old fora much args ced is assumed to be genuine, the fact that th 


| . .’ Fre ,. ¢ - © agres- 
ment was made without such permission of the District Judge, -ns; was 


biained 
oes very, much against Nowsher Ali. 
when the other transacio® my ; poser of guardian ship for the erson and 
Brahmamayi haying obtained ae ake omer e's Seago shy haloiac- 
See erty of her minor sons, no transaction for the sale of any’ property | ong 
Popeye sg can be valid, unless effected with the District Court 
ing to the minors, can PY tty ‘ated th t false, 
on. Besides, Brabmamayi herself repudiated the agreement as 
gay pr magenta her Ali produced evidence of its execution before the 
gas ly i sy gel : bag ay te cans en a i 
ities Wlil DOIG an en y setly UM a eee ae : 
— “The Englishman, observes the Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of. the 
he Englishman on the Maha- 27th February, has gone into hysterics over the 
raja of Tippera’s purchase of a Maharaja of “Tippera’s purchase of a house in 
house in Russell Street. Russell Street. qs ¢ paper is terror-struck to Bee 
the European quarters of the metrepolis thus invaded by the native aristncteey. 
This was, observes the Englishman, exactly the case some time ago in Simla. 
But there steps were taken ta remedy the evil, Were there really any ate 
taken in Simla to prevent natives from taking up their residence in t 
European quarters? If so, does the Englishman wish to see similar preventive 
measures taken in Calcutta? The Anglo-Indian paper looks upon the European 
quarters as the West End of Calcutta. But does it not think even the Maharaja 
of Tippera a fit man to live in this West End? Many Englishmen will thank 
their stars if they get service in Tippera under the M — The writer will 
not be sorry to see natives and Europeans living apart. If a native ought not to 
live in the European quarters, the Lnglishman should see that Europeans, on thes 
part, do not live in the native quarters. The European missionaries living in the 
-* native quartersshould first of all be compelled to remove to the Kuropean quarters. 
63. The young Maharaja of Mayurbhanj, observes the Samay of ‘the 28th 
a Sioa ebruary, desires to. marry one of the late Babu 
question. SC ®*-- Kesab Chandra Sen’s daughters, and with this view 
wee has embraced Brahmoism. The Mahsraja’s old 
grandmother, however, is opposed to this marriage, and has telegraphed to 
the Lieutenant-Governor saying that if His Honour does not prevent the 
Maharaja from carrying out his intention, her life will be in jeopardy.. The 
writer does not understand what the proposed marriage has to do with the 
Maharani’s life, and how the Lieutenant-Governor can interfere, with the 
Maharaja in a purey domestic affair. The Maharaja, however, ought to-recon- 
sider the matter. He should not enter into a matrimonial alliance which. is likaly 
to wound, the feelings of his old grandmother. A crt toa 
64. The Education Gazetie of the 28th February writes as. follows :— 


: The present. Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 

ne Ateomaned emeniie. is an experienced civilian, and having been cae 
connected with administrative work, has acquired a deep, insight into adminis- 
trative questions. A perfect ruler should, do his best. to. learn the waats and 
grievances of his subjects, and having learnt them, should remove them. And 
this is exactly what Sir Alexander Mackenzie has been doing since his accession 


to power. ‘I'here is no other secret of the popularity he has gained’ within 


soshortatime. The sentiments he has hitherto expressed, and the attempts which 


he has made to remove certain misconceptions from the native-mind, all prove 


him tobe an impartial and far-sighted ruler who loves his subjects. His desire 
to please his subjects has been very clearly evinced in his. protest against:the 
Cotton Duties Act, and in his resolution prohi iting the throwing of dead bodies 
into rivers. Hig reply to the address. of the Howrah Municipality,. presented 
to him on the gccasion. of the opening of the water-works in. that Hh evinces 
the same sympathy with the subject-people in. the matter of Local Self-Gov- 
ernment. Like Lord, Ripon, the father of Local Self-Gavernment’ in: India, 
Sir Alexander 3 Mackenzie. is for trusting to time for the success of the institu- 
tion, and is against forcing progress and improvement, upon, the people, : 


: le. writer, also, gpproyingly quotes. from His, Honour’s, replies: sortie 
addresses of the. two Muhammaden I em, thant 


eve. two ublic bodies; and; from; the; circular he 
once issued explaining the real object of the Arms Act, ; 
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Some time ago the people of Bengal envied the people of the North 
Western Provinces thir nw ruler, but now having themselves got.a ruler whe 


for such jealousy. : " : 
65. In reviewing a book which contains the addresses that were presented 


some time ago to Pandit Mohesh Chandra Nyay, 


The Pandits’ address tothe late ratna at Bhatpara and Navadwip, and the Pap. 


ror dit’s reply thereto, the same paper observes ag 
- follows :— | ae 
The propriety of ptregee | the addresses to the Pandit at the time when 
the su Pandits’ address to the late Lieutenant-Governor was bei 


bject of the , 
hotly Tncenel was questioned by many; but it would not havs been go 
rar the addresses had been presented when Pandit Mahesh Chandra 
yayaratna, after retirig from the Government service, first went to Benares, 
The dignified position of the Pandits in this country requires that they should 
be thoroughly unbiassed in pronouncing their opinions upon political subjects, 
If they cannot maintain such a position, it is far better for them to abstain from 
politics altogether. It ought to be beneath their dignity to evince any 
spirit whatever, and to eulogise Government not upon the abstract merit of its 
acts, but for icular benefits conferred upon any member or members of 
their own party. The few thousands of rupees which Government annuall 
spends for the encouragement of fol education is nothing compared with the 
large amounts which are annually spent for the maintenance of Christian 
Missionaries and for the spread of English education. In acknowledgment 
of this small benefit, the Pandits came forward to praise the Government, 


though they did not think it necessary or proper to praise Lord Northbrook 
for the very large amounts he spent in saving the lives of a famine-stricken 


people, a much nobler and more praiseworthy act. 
. This seems to be the prevailing opinion regarding the conduct of the 
Pandits in presenting an address to Sir Charles Elliott. 

But, though the Pandits may have erred in presenting an address to the 
late Lieutenant-Governor, the writer cannot approve of the tone in which they 
have been abused by the public for their ill-advised act. 

_ 66. Referring to his speech at the Civil Service dinner, to his Resolution 
die Abscies Bien Dicstiead on the subject of the contamination of river water, 
 EOEDNOE LIED end to his other recent public utterances, the 
Bankura ~~ of the 1st March observes that the Lieutenant-Governor bas 
within the last two or three months occupied a high place in the heart of the 
people. The different sections of the people declare in one voice that Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie will prove a beneficent ruler. In the very beginning 
of his rule he has given proofs of conscientiousnéss, justice and impartiality. 

67. The Sulabh — he ord. — a that Sir ——— 

Mackenzie late anted the Hon’ble Babu 

she panera Heverner: Surendra Nath + Mae ian interview and assured 

him that he would give the people peace. Sir Charles Elliott made matters too 
hot for the people, and peace is what they want. 


URIvA PAPERS. 


68. The Utkaldipika of the 1st February says that there isan Assistant 
Settlement Officer engaged in settlement work i 
Orissa, who is in the habit of purchasing large 
Ee pe. numbers of gold mohurs from people residi 

within his jurisdiction. The writer observes that though there cannot be any 


objection to such purchase, many have been the complaints against it, and it 
should therefore engage the attention of the Settlement Officer. 
69. ‘The same paper fails to see the utility of the system, which the 
PEE gp District Boards of Balasore and Puri have adopted, 
sistas te Wilco ona an of appointing peripatetic gymnastic teachers, who 
_ are to go round the schools in the districts, halting 
at each school for some ti 
physical exercise. The writer 


me, = eee its pupils some manly sports PA 
© ° ° ° e 

mufassal schools are the children sither of ultee deen Pe 

from the very nature of their 


Complaints against an Assistant 
Settlement Officer. 


Cc 


neither of cultivators or of shop- on who 
occupation have to givethemselves ample exercise 
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‘des. they have their indigenous village sports, which they 
reat ‘o on holiday, ' : which, on account of their nature and popular character, 


t attractions for them. In the writer’s opinion the money spent 
og ag sane of these teachers might, with great advantage, be utilised in 
other ways. 


rri the imposition of duties on cotton manufacture in India, 
. the same paper points out that clear injustice has 
The Cotton Duties Act. been done to the Indian mills, and that the interests 


of India have been sacrificed in order to remove the su ge grievances of . 


Manchester and other industrial towns in the United Kin 


71. The same paper points out that, before extending the provisions of 


the Puri Lodging-House Act to Chandbali, in the 


Enforcement of the Lodging- district of Balasore, care should have been taken to 
encase tees ii construct a certain number of public latrines or 
urinals, the want of which is keenly felt by the passengers and pilgrims who 
visit the port either on business or for pleasure. 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


72. The Paridarsak-o-Srihattavast for the 1st fortnight of Falgun 

: ntdsionerchin of oU2B.S. says that it will be glad to see Mr, 

_— Commissionership OF Qotton succeed Mr. Ward in the Chief Commis- 
sionership of Assam. 

73. The same paper observes that either a first-class Subordinate Judge, 

sass: ue dal ae op a reg or go Krishna 
_ she acminisiration | Oa ©. Chandra Chatterji, should be sent to et, or an 
EE re lowee-prade Subordinate J bv should 
be appointed, to clear the heavy file of civil suits there. Subordinate Judges, 
like Balaram and Krishna Babus, are not numerous in the Subordinate Civil 
Service ; and men like them are not likely to stay long in an out-of-the-way 
place like Sylhet; still if a first class Subordinate Judge like any of them is 
sent to Sylhet even for a couple of years, the Government will be able to have 
the file cleared at a less cost than what is likely to be incurred in appointing an 
additional Subordinate Judge. 

There is one thing more to. be taken into consideration. In Assam a 
Deputy Commissioner has jurisdiction in all cases in which the claim exceeds 
one thousand rupees. The number of such cases is increasing, thereby increas- 
ing the burden on the shoulders of the Deputy Commissioner, who, moreover, 
not-being well-versed in the civil law, is not likely to do proper justice in such 
cases. ‘T'his being the case, the Government can do one of two things. If it thinks 
that the Deputy Commissioner should continue to try civil cases as heretofore, 
it should send an able first class Subordinate Judge to Sylhet, or appoint an 
additional Subordinate Judge. If not, it should appoint an additional first- 
class Subordinate Judge. 


74. ‘The same paper quotes from the letter of one Padma Lochun Chak- 
me ravarti, published in the Tripura Prakash, in which 
mae on the Assam-Bengal that gentleman complains that on the 10th Janua 


last the Station-Master of Sitakunda extorted 


excess fares from pilgrims returning from Chandranath. The correspondent 
gives the names of some persons from whom, 


among others, excess fare was 
extorted :— | 
(1) Ramsundar Pandit of Dumaira, thana Muradnagar, district Tippera, 


having 17 persons in his company, had to pay Rs. 20-8 in place 
of Rs, 19-15-6, which is the a 4 fare. . 


(2) Dinanath Chakravarti of Nawadil, Kusba, Tippera, with 18 persons, 
had to pay Rs. 20-13 in place of Rs. 20-8-6. 


(3) Jaya Chandra Panda of the same place, with three men, had to pay 
_, Rs, 3-9 in place of Rs. 3-2-9, 


(4) Goluk Pal of Nabinpur, Tippera with eight had ¢ 
Rs. 9-8 in place of Re. oo : ‘on? Pore, Tee Py 


(5) Uma Churn Chakravarti of Navinagar, 
| pay Rs. 8-5 in place of Rs. 7-15-9. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
Bengali Translator. 


with seven persons, had to 
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